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ACHIEVING PEACE THROUGH EDUCATION
by
Rodney H. Clarken

Huran history becomes more and nore a
race between cducation and catastronhe. H. G.

wells

‘7ar threatens the very survival of life on zarth. Fducation
and catastrophe are in a race for which the cdestinv of the world
hangs in the balance. If catastrophe should prove to be the
victor, the grize may be the extinction of man, but if education
can overcome the negative and outworn ideas that have entrapped
the world, the orize will be a new world civilization.
Zatastrophe has a strong lead as we rush headlonqg into what

romises to the most destructive and probably the final major
szlf-inflicted holocaust of man.

HYow can we changz this world that se2ms to bent on

destroying itself into a world cf zeace and brotherhood? 7
answer joes far beyoad the tanning of nuclesar weazons or the
sigrning of treatizs. It will roguire a rore fundamesatal chargeo,
a chango in the minds and hearts of mankind. :

war 13 a Jdisease in the body of humnanity. Until wo arc
preparsd to deal with the true causes of this disease, injustice
and cisunity, no true healing will occur. TIvan though the symp-

toms apperar tc wax and wane, the patisnt is in critical condi-

tion, but its corndition is not hop=zless.
The world is filled with wars and conflicts over misgquided

religious beliefs, unbridled nationalism, cancerous materialism
and anachronistic prejudices. Some, viewing the present state of
affairs, have abandoneé@ hore that education has a chance of
averting the natural consequences of the injustice and disunity
that exist in vur world today. Others care, but have no idea
about how to change this world of war into a world of peace or
how education can overcome.catastroshe. Still others attempt
solutions that are neither broad enough nor deep enough to bring

about the necessary transformation.
If we look at history, we are presentad with a3 dismal cros-

pect of a peaceful world. Yet the philosophers, scientists,
leaders of thought, the common man and even the political leaders
who wage wars, all agree that war is destructive and peace is
conscructive, war 1is evil .and. peace is good, war is death and.

peace 1is life.
If the leaders and people all agree that peace is desirable,

why have we not been able to achieve this goal? There are
barriers between us and peace. Our achieving a peaceful world
will depend on our ptoperly understanding those barrxers and on
our ablility to. remove them.

Earriers to Peace

The barriers to peace can be classified into three major,
areas: ‘1) -erroneous view of human nature, 2) injustice, 3) and
fear of world un1ty.
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Erroneous View of Human Nature

This barrier is considerd first because until people believe
that peace is possible, all attempts at peace will be frustrated.

It is said that man has always had wars, will always have
wars and is inherently selfish and aggressive. These doubts and
misconceptions must be examined, because without reszvlving them,
our hooes and efforts for building a peaceful world will be
raralyzed. [If we feel the condition of the world is hocgeless,
then we will not make an effort to save it. That course of
action may result in the extinction of the huTan race and the
annihilation of all life on the planet earth.

If we take a developmental view of mankind through history,
we will have a framework for understanding why, even though our
past has been filled with wars, our poresent stage of develonment
should be characterized by peace. (n much the same way that
individuals go through successive stages of growth and
davalopment, mankind has gone through the stages of infancy,

childhood, and adolescence, and is now entering the stage of

adulthood.

The aggressive and selfish gqualities that characteriz2d@ our
earlier stagass of development must be cast aside for the aore
mature quslities of cooperation and raciprocity that are
characteristic of the adult level of development. Understanding
history according to the developmental view of the human race
should assist us in our »>rocess of transfcrmiag thnis ixmature
world of conflict and egocentrism into a world of peace and
unity. Just because we acted childish and adolescent in earlier
tines, does not mean we are destined to act like that Fforever.
The world has grown and developed, and so must *the world's
response to the needs and exigencies of this day..

The consciousness and conscience of the world is developing
to the point where it will no longer tolerate the violence,
destruction, and insanity of war. This growthk in awareness and
concern on the part of humanity has developed rapidly, but not
fast enough to keep up with the scientific and technological
advances of our times. W¥ar and aggression have been with us
throughout history, but the general sense that such things are
not acceptable is a recent development. Never in the past has
mankind expressed the type of outrage we presently see toward the
injustice and violence of our age. These things are not new, but
our consciousness and conscience about them are. The growth of
peace movements, the general publics awareness and concern for
social justice, and the advances made in world unity and order
are all signs of the coming of age of mankind.

. world peace is imminent. It is the hallmark of humanity's
adulthood. The process by which we reach this level of

development is yet to be seen. The options range from continuing
our present adolescent behavior in a world of adult technology

and responsibilities until we destroy most of the world, or to
consciously respond to the needs and. concerns of the world in a

more mature fashion which will bring about. the justice and peace for
which we are all longing. Education can play a role in assisting
humanity to make the right choice by teaching how peace can bé
achieved. )

? - -i_ - B o | 4
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Eefore there can be peace, there must be unity, and before

there can be unity, there must be justice. %e do not often
connect the injustices that exist in our world with the cause of
peace, but until these injustices are adeguately dealt with, the
world unity necessary for ceace will not come about.

7he most important injustices that must be cvercom2 in our
efforts to avert catastropne are racism, nationalism, aconoaic
injustice, sexisa, and religious grejudice. tlost leaders of
thought recogynize that these injustices are wrong, dut we have
yet to extract ourselves from tne centuries of ingrained social
nabits, attitudes, and institutions that support and propagate
these injustices.

Racism is one of the worst and longest standing of these
injusticas. Frogress in elininating this =vil has been nade
during the past few decades. The current outrage coacerning
racist practices in the world is a sign of this growing
awarenzss. PRacist policies and practices which nave Bbeen in
sxistence for centuries have largely been discredited in this cay
and laws and institutions have been established to cvercome the
~ast inoquities. Tacism not enly harms those wio ar? conrascead
5y it, but also has 3 deleterious affact cn the copsressdrs. It
Jivicdes nhuranity uajustly without scientific fourndation and 1leads
to conflict.

mhe second structure and attitude tnat sust be acjusted
is that of excessive nationalism. Nationalistic practices
that were accepntable and necessary previously, are
dangecrous and inapprooriate at this stage of cdevelopment.

Through advances in science and technology, zarticulariy in
transportation ard communications, the planet has bacome

a global villegea. Fvery nation is connectad and interdependent
with every other nation. Indeed, the very concept of nationhood
must be called into gquestion in this age when the changing
conditions require a world view and cooperation, rather than the
current antagonistic and sel f-centerad approaches.

Fconomic injustice is another social parrier to peace. The
inequities that presently exist between haves and have nots
create a condition that is ualikely to allow peace. The extremes
of wealth and poverty create instability, suffering ané injustice
on a level that is unacceptable. We cannot expect thne poor of
the world to passively sit by without food and the basic A
necessities while the rich have more than they need or can use.

' The fourth social structure that creates a barrier to peace
is sexism. Sexism is an injustice toward one-half of the world's
population that is being eradicated much too slowly. Only as
women are accepted .into full partnership with men will the
attitudes of society be more balanced to allow the consciousness

of peace to emerge.

The final major social injustice that must be overcome in
our effort for peace is that of religious fanaticism and
intolerance. It is interesting that the very religious
institutions which profess love and brotherhood have been the
cause of so wmuch hatred, disunity, and war. Religion, which .has
been a tremendous motivating force in the development of

5
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civilizations, can, if stripzed of its acauired prejudices,
become a strong motivating force fer reace and unity.

rear of World Unity

The fear of world unity takes on many forms. World unity
will reguire a world govarnment, and nany reople are afraid that
such a government will not be to their likirg. Cther fears
include the fzar of losing individuality, freadom and current
advantages.

»orld goverament is scary to neople for several reasons.
tirst of all geople do not kXnow what to expect. This fear of the
unknown 1s natural, but certainly no reaszon not ton act. There
are many osrejudice about a world government that will need to be
dealt with. The fact remains that we can not maintain world
peace without world government. These same fears existed when
the nations first started their federal unions, but few Qeopla
today would argue the benefits that have resulted from these
unions.

Tne fear of losing our freedow, individuality, or current
advantages are also legitinate concerns that must be asdressad.
By involving the ~cople in consultation about the nced for neace
and the rroczss of 2chieving world unmity, we can avercorne thoso
fzars. ©y creating a united and zsaceful world, frealiorx,
individuality, and advantages snould increase for gveryone. The
same protections that ars uszd to keep federatad rations fron
excessive centralization, .bureaucratization and conficrmity can e
employed to insure that each nation would not only retain its
autonomy, the loyalty of its citizens, its identity and economic

security, but that these arzas would be enriched.

-3

Education for Peace .

How can ecucation help to remove these barriers to rceace?
Very simply, by teaching the truth.  Instead of teaching a
misleading view of human nature, we can teach the evolving nature
of human development anc history. Instead of promoting one race
over another, one nation ovar another, one class over another,
one sex over another, or one religion over another, we can raise
the consciousness and conscience of our students to the point
injustice will be intolerable. We can teach world unity instead
of world divisiveness, peace instead of war, love instead of
hate, cooperation instead of antagonism, and peaceful resolution
of problems . instead of violent confrontation. Human history and

‘the social development of man can be taught as a process of

creating ever-expanding levels of justice and unity. :

) The history of education can also be seen as an evolving
process of teaching ever-expanding concepts of citizenship and
knowledge. 1In primitive times, citizenship education was
confined to the family, elan, or tribe. Education during Greek
civilization encouraged loyalty to the city-state. Succeeding
periods ushered in and established nation-states and educational
systems designed to serve the citizenship and knowledge needs of
those states. We are now at the point of world-statehood and our
educational .systems and curricula must be adapted to meet the
needs of this day. '

6.
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Education as it presently exists, promotes war instead of
peace, pits white against black, haves against have nots, one
nation against nation, boys against girls, and beliavers angainst
non-beliavers. Ve cannot exgect a world of peace to resuit from
this type of education. These prejuldices and rractices, like
war, are supgported by lies, irrationalities, fe2ar and ignorance
with which we have cntrapped ourselves. They are supncrtad by
fear and igncrance. e must teach the fallacies and harmful
effects of these zrejudices and injustices if we are to further
acceleratz the needed change in attitude. This education can give
us the knowladge and courage to change from our rresent
destructive practices to more constructive ones.

Fducation car no longer serve the selfish interests of one
group over another. Even the rhetoric behind improving ecucation
is based on increasing one group's ability to best another group
economically, militarily, or in scae other way. This attitude is
evicent from many of the national rzports and statements by
national lzaders on aducation in recent years. ot only are
educational systems designaed to encourage the development of one
racial, national, economic, sexual, or religious group over
another, but the curriculum also reflects this bias. e must
encourage Tore cooseraticn and consultation in th2 scheols.

ve wust first extricate oursalves, as individuzls, from the
prejudices and injustices that k=2ep us from sesace. It is oftcn
easy to sign petitions, marticipats in demonstrations, or even to
teach what 1s right, but ~uch more difficult to eradicate our own
harmful attitudes and practices. Only when we have successfully
dealt with thesa problems within ourselves, will we be able to
positively influence our students.

Cur present systems of education propayate social injustice
and crejudice. For example, teachers from the Soviet Union and
the United States were given the opportunity to criticize each
other's textbooks. Their report stated that both nations' texts
"are self-serving, ideological, erroneous in part, stress
differences between the two countries and are guided by cold war
points of view" (Nagler, 1983, p.1€8). The depicting of other
nations, races, classes, religions and of females in our school
texts and our literature is also .an oxample of how schkools
reinforce society's prejudices.

Education must also deal with the fear of world un1ty and
world government. One way to eliminate this fear is to
understand the need for peace and the way peace can be achieved
without sacrificing our freedoms, rights and welfare. ' Through
education we can empower the next generation to overcome the
forces that threaten to destroy this planet. The only prevention

of world war is world unity. .In 1946, Einstein accurately

d1agnosed the condition of the world and prescribed its remedy in
the following statement:
Often in- evolutlonary processes a species must
adapt to new conditions in order to survive. ,
Today, the atcmic bomb has altered profoundly the nature .
of the world as we know it, and the human race
consequently finds itself in a new habitat to which it
-must adapt its thinking... 1In the light of new .
" knowledge, a world authority and an eventual world state

) '.:V:- A ; Y S
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are not just desirable in the nane of brotherhood, tney
are necessary for survival. 1In previous ages a nation's
life and culture could be srotected to saome extent by

the grecwth of armies in national comcetition. Today we
must abandon competition and secure coooeraticn. This
must be the central fact in all our consideraticns of
Internaticnal affairs; otherwise we facs certain
disaster. Fast thinking and zethods Jdid not srevent
world wars. TFuture thinking must srevent wars. (p. 137)

If education has no higher purpose than to nropagatz the
outworn ijeclegies and prejudices of our tine, “hen history will
r=2cord the victory of catastronhe over education in this age.
Teachers who fail to teach the principles of justice, snlty and
Seace will not cnly fail themselves individually, but will also
fail the students they teach and the society and profession they
serve. They may also fail the entire huran race if they 2o not
arise to nlay their zart.

vYany peozle are concerned abhout the ccndition of education
and teaching. Promoting education for ceace could do a great deal
to revitalize them. Ry focusing our energi=s on the redeeming
noral and social asnects of =cducation, we can awaken tae enercy
in both ourseslves ard our students to create a better world {or
all. TFlucatica thich has always -lay=¢ 2 role in Srenaring youry
recople for war, can b2 uszd eccually w211 to fra2zare our ycuth for
Deace. _ '

Ore of the xnost imrortant inmediate goals and purnoses of
education is to teach world citizenship. This education would
enable students' visions to be world-embracing rather than
focused on selfish joals which ¢o not lead to true gzersonal
fulfillment or happiness. The modern 'meism' and materialism are
procductive to neither the individual nor the society.

Education for worlé citizenship should include an
appreciatien of the rights and diversity of all humarnity; an
acceptance of the oneness of mankind, as the sciences of biology,
psychology, and anthropology demonstrate; and a correcting the
many prejudices existing in our curricula. Such an education
should be universal, compulsory, have a curriculum for all tha
peoples of the world, and eliminate unfair discriminatory
Practices. ' : : v

- The technological advances in the field of communications
and instruction must be used for the education of all peoples. By

-developing an international curriculum, a much more balanced view

of the world and its peoples would be achieved. The curriculum

‘could be developed im consultation with experts from throughout

the world. This procedure would further insure a balanced and
accurate curriculum. This plan should not promote conformity,
but rather unity in diversity. The various colors, cultures, and
characteristics of the people should be vieweéd in their proper
perspective as enriching humanity and a vital source for its
continuad development. - : . .
we should also concern ourselves with the informal education
we receive through the media. It is estimated that ckildren in
the more developed countries of the world have Seen over 28,900
acts of brutal violence on television. Our enviroament plays an
important role in shaping our attitudes and values and can not be

- » . ._ . ...  ~':—- . 8-____ L ﬂ-*‘—,"~

D i . - T o .



Frace through Iducation z.7

forgotten in our attempts to create a peaceful society. The
messages conveyed by the media support the erroneous views and
prejudices which lead to war.

Another important ingredient in this orocess of world
education is the adoption of a universal auxiliary language that
everyone would learn besides their mother tongue. A world
language would facilitate a world curriculum, literature and
system of education. It would allow all peoples to comrunicate
with one another and would be a unifying factor to promote Deace

and understanding.

Models for Study

The choice befcre manking is ‘whether to continue with our
present attitudes and behavior towards 8 catastrophe of such
magnitucde as the world has never seen, nor will ever see again,
cr to develop attitudes and benaviors that will lead us to
justice, unity and Deace. The first stepo in this process is to
establish a minimum acceptable leve] of justice, eszecially in
the key areas of race, international relations, economics,
gend2r, and religion. The vital necessity of creating a world
faderal unit can not be overlookad as this will be tha author and
upholcer of :world F2ace. Tre zart that education can 2lay shoul?d
not be underastimated, for in thne balance lies the future of
humnanity. . . :

Several models exist that Seérve to guide us in our attempts
to understand and plan for peace.

tiorld Order Models _
One of the most logical ‘places to look for a model of .world

unity and peace is to existing institutions and organizations
that have been established to. promote world order. The United
Nations Organization is the most obvious and developed
institution dedicated to world peace. Like its bredecessor, the
League of Nations, it was created after a destructive world war
in an a*tempt to avoid future wars. Unfortunately, neither
organization was successful in its mission of peace, but they
~have laid the grouadwork for establishing a peaceful world. The
organizations, agreements, and information produced by the United
Nations have moved the world closer to cooperation and have
created a vision of justice, unity, and peace for the peoples of
the world. : _ ) ' E
The United Nations is also a valuable model for learning why
. it has not been able to accomplish peace. #We can learn from its
deficiencies what adjustments will need to be made to make an
- effective agency for world peace. It is clear that whatever
agency is formed, it must have the power tc. keep peace in the
world. oo ' ' .
A number of proposals exist that are designed to outline the
neeced structure and laws for eliminating .war. These documents -
can be studied and used by the governments of the world in their
efforts to build a peaceful world. Some examples of these
efforts are the #orld Order Models Project, A Constitution for
the World, World Peace Through ¥%orld Law, and Constitution for

‘ R S8
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the Federation of Tarth.
On a smaller scale we see many grouns of nations cooperating

on matters of mutual concern, such as the Caribbean Community and
Cormmon Market, the Furopean Communities, and the many other
organizations for regional cooperation. These limited alliances
offer models that can be built unon and 2xpandad to include the

erntire world.

Federal :odel

Tne federal system of government is another nodel we can
look to for an understanding of how world zeace can e
established. Most of the larje nations of the world, as wa2ll as
sany of the smaller nations, use federated systems to govern their
countries. These systems demonstrate how large nurcers of
different peoples can work together cooperatively. The nany
beriefits of federalism to the member states is =zvident in the
nations which employ this cractice.

The original thirteen colonies of the nited States cf
America can also serve as a model. after the Ravolutionary ¥ar and
7aining independence from Pritain, the coloniss were nighly
autoncmous with =2ach state having its cwn inden»=ndant qovarnment,

lays, 2ni zconomics. oy forning a f2lzral cnion thich cave ~ouar
to the fedeoral sjevarnneant to rejulate the affairs hotwean mavthar
ctatas, tho colonies wore able to prosper in a constructive and

s~2aceful fashion. Cre of the sowers givan to the faoderal cnit
'as the rpower to w232 war. . The same benefits that resulted frox
the union of those indegendent states into one federated nation
can also result from a wcrld-wide federaticn. The sames
frotections used by these nation to secure the freadom and rights
of its citizens can be employed in the faderation of the world.,
Laha'i Model

3 third model for study is the Baha'i internaticnal
community. This coxmunity is a religious group of some three to
four million people from every race, nation, class, and religion.
They have established intitutions and communities cedicatieg to
creating social justice, urnity and ceace. Thesa institutions and
communities ‘are functioning worldwide on both the grassroots and
international level. They have created not only the
consciousness and conscience of peace, but they are also putting
these ideals into day-to-day practice all over the world from the
least‘developed rural areas to the most developed urban centers,
involving all levels of society from a rich ‘diversity of
backgrounds. ‘ : ,

On the grassroots level, local communities have made
tremendous strides in removing the barriers to peace. Social and
economic development are encouraged and local goveraing
institutions are created to administer the affairs of the
community with justice. Consultation is employad to reach
decisions affecting the community. The distinctions of race,
nationality, sex, and class are systematically removed from both
the individual and the coaxmunity through a process of education.
This education happens on both the formal and informal levels -
through such things as classes for children and adults and
through social interaction and practice of the Baha'i teachings.

ERiC o L v o
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On an international level, thess communities are bound
together by institutions that maintain international unity and
encourage the develoopment of a new world order. It has been
successful in creating an embryonic system that provides the
necessary elements for world Deace and unity.

Educational Models
“hat models exist that may be used to better understand

education's role in helping to esteblish Deauve?

Using education to promote justice and unity, the
foundations of peace, is not n2w. Most nations of the world have
used their aducational systems to cromote national citizanship,
based uron a sense of rational loyalty and consciousness. The
natioas have seen this as necessary for their peoples tc live
together harmoniously and to improve the condition of their
countries. Few would argue its influence and benefits. The
develonzent of education in the United States is an example of a
country taking many Jiverse zeogplzss and creating a unified
nation. «¥e can learn from the successes and failures of the
nations of the world in creating national identity and
citizenshi». This oducation should be basad on the zrinci:zles of
justice and unity, and should be acrlied on a world-wide basis to
Zevelop worlid citizenship; otherwise the planet will suffer thne
Jdissolution and destruction that nations have suffered wixo failed
to create a minimal lovel of national citizenship.

In e@very nation of the world a structure of ocducation has
already been established that can create the foundation for a
worldwide effort to establish social justice, unity and peace.
Cne of the first steps towards improving that system would to be
to reduce the ineguitias that exist in educational opportunity.
The history of. education can be seen as a gradual process of the
races, religions, classes, sexes, and ethnic groups achieving”
greater and greater equity of educational opportunity. We must
consciously move this process towards its final stage of equal
opportunity for all peoples.

e must also look for models of curriculum and 1nstruct10n
that further the concepts of justice, unity and peace. Materials

‘and practices that view man as a cooperative and evolving being,

that eliminate prejudice and injustice, and that foster world
citizenship should be more and more employed in the classrooms.
Consultation on the solving of world, local and individual
problems must become part of our curriculium.

The International Council on Education for Teaching may
serve as an embryonic model of world cooperation among educators.
Such . an organization, because of its international nature; could
play a leadership role ushering in the next stage of the history
of education; an international cooperative endeavor for creating

.a worldwide system of educatlon.

Conc1u51on

Peace is more than a cessation of war. It is an attitude
that must be supported by justice and unity. Many people's
efforts for peate are aimed at banning or limiting nuclear.
weapons. Such efforts, however praiseworthy, are not able to

11
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orevent war, let alone create reace. .ar existed for centuries
before the cr=ation of nuclear :.2azons and would continue
regardless of whether nuclear weapons w2re banned or limited.
Assurning such a ban or limitation were enforcable, which is
highly unlikely considering the ineffectiveness of gast bans and
arm3 lixnitations, the nations would conly invant new and
sotentially more Janj2rous w2asnons. There 2lroaly oxists
ciemnical and cerm weapons that thrcaten all life. Peace
has =more to co with raising the consciousness and corscience
of the szople than with the signing of treaties or the limiting
of arms. £Education, »oth formal and informal, is the best mzans
fcr creating the xnowledge and attitude needed for zeace.

The process of establishing peace in the world is primarily
a process of changing how w2 think about peace, wnich will affect
how w2 Ieel atout s=2ace, arnd ultimatasly guide our actions towarss
crcating Zeace. To psycnically assault our studants with the :
‘niraginadble suffering and crualty of another world war may only
l=ad to Z=sression and reprassion. Such negative reinforcezent
alone has not rrevented wars of the past and will not nravent
futurz wars. The steadily
doteriorating conditions of our wo
panirustcy of current ideolcyizs a
s2riously consifer the need for -
itnozilization of will as ths ina

h
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ld way awaken us to
! custors and cause us to rore
ce, hut it =nay z3lso cause an
lity of tha »r=sent structures
or=Ss more anparant, If tha
stucents understood the causes of our present predicarent and the
role they could play in improving it, they would be better
preparald to bring about the neadad changes. To 2ano0Se our

he present dangers without giving then realistic
hope will destroy their will to work for geace.
Feace will not ultimately be established by education alono.
Education can help to create the consciousness and conscience
neacad for peace.. This new level of understanding and concern
will lead the governments of the world to sit down together to
draw up a plan for geace that will bz acceptad throughout the
planet. ' v :
Evan if education does not win the present race with
catastropne, we must co the most we can, for until tne neonlzs of
the world are educated, no real zrogress will result. fiad the
leaders and people been rroperly educated, we could have created
tne necessary institutions for maintaining world peace after
world war I or II, but we clung to our outmoded patterns of
behavior and prejudices. If there is another world war, let us
hope that we have ‘done our pa:zt in educating humanity for peace,
so that if anyone is left in the world, they will have the resolve
and knowledge to create peace at that time. . -
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